Dr. J. E. Gray on new species of Tortoises. 67 


“The Ras having subsequently made me a present of three of 
these animals alive, I found them not only in excellent health, but 
so exceedingly wild, that I was obliged to have them shot. 

“ The horns of one of these are now deposited in the Museum of 
the College of Surgeons, and a still larger pair are placed in the 
Collection of Lord Valentia, at Arley Hall. The length of the 
largest horn of this description which I met with was nearly four 
feet, and its circumference at the base twenty-five inches. 

“I shall only further observe that its colour appears .to vary as 
much as in the other species of its genus; and that the peculiarity in 
the size of the horns was not confined to the male, the female being 
very amply provided with this ornamental appendage on her fore- 
head, pp. 258, 259. See also Bruce’s ‘Voyage,’ App. l. Letters 
9 & 10.” 

Dr. Gray observes that the horns are shorter, and more curved 
and lyrated than the figure engraved in t. 19, at p. 259 of Salt’s 
Travels in Abyssinia,’ which also appears to make them bear a larger 
proportion to the size of the animal than the specimen suggests ; and 
they are quite as remarkable for their erect position on the forehead 
as for their size. 

They and the core which supports them are very light, compared 
to their size, and not half the weight of the smaller wide-spreading 
horns of the long-horned Cape Waggon Oxen. The horns are thin, 
pale coloured, and of a loose texture, being worn and fibrous on the 
surface in several parts. 

In the lightness and very cellular structure of the core, the thin- 
ness of the horny coat, and the large size, they agree with the pair 
of horns in the British Museum brought from Central Africa by Cap- 
tain Clapperton, R.N., and Major Denham, R.E., which are figured 
in Griffiths’ ‘Animal Kingdom,’ vol. iv. t. 201. f.4; but these horns 
are shorter and much larger in diameter, and are spread out on the 
sides of the head like those of the Common Domestic Oxen, and they 
are very much lighter for their size than those of the Galla Oxen or 
Sanga. 

Sir Richard Vivian has kindly informed me that he has seen a breed‘, 
of cattle in Italy, with the horns rather erect, somewhat resembling j] 
those of the Sanga in position. ay / 


DESCRIPTION or A New GENUS AND sOME New SPECIES OF 
Tortoises. By Jonn Epwarp Gray, Pu.D., F.R.S., 
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Fam. 1. EMYDIDAÆ. 
1. MANOURIA, n. g. 


Animal unknown. Shell rather depressed; caudal plates double, 
separate; sternum solid, broad, produced and slightly nicked in 
front, notched behind, with only five pairs of broad shields ; pectoral 
shields short, subtriangular, only occupying the angle between the 
outer edge of the humeral and abdominal shields; axillary shields 
small, inguinal larger; the areola of the discal shields central. 
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The depressed form and divided caudal plates induce me to place 
this genus in Lmydide. In external appearance it much resembles 
the North American Land Tortoise, Testudo gopher, but it is at once 
known from that species, and all the other genera of Testudinide, 
Emydidæ and Chelydide, by the peculiar form of the pectoral shields, 
which at first sight might be mistaken for a very large-sized inguinal 
shield, if that plate were not also present. 

In this respect it somewhat resembles the genus Kinosternon, but 
there the shield is only narrower at the inner end, and rather nearer 
to the centre of the sternum. 

Various genera of Testudinide have the pectoral plate much 
smaller than the others; and perhaps the small size of the pectoral 
shield in this genus shows its affinity among the Emydideæ to that 
family. 

If i were not for the irregular division of the caudal plates, and the 
form of the pectoral plate, it might be regarded as nearly allied to 
the very variable Testudo Indica. 


1. MANOURIA FUSCA. 


Pale brown, nearly uniform ; discal shields concentrically grooved, 
with a central areola; the anterior and posterior lateral margins acute, 
slightly sinuated and rather bent up; the humeral and abdominal 
plates longer than broad, the abdominal very large; the gular pro- 
duced, narrowed in front. ` 

Hab. Singapore. 

Unfortunately we only possess a single very imperfect specimen of 
his very interesting Tortoise, wanting several of the discal shields. 


2. EMYS LATICEPS,. 


Shell pale olive, yellowish beneath; sides rounded, hinder lateral 
margin rather expanded and recurved, hinder end rather compressed 
above; shields thin, transparent, inferior plates with a narrow black 
edge; head large, short, broad, covered with a smooth skin; neck 
with very narrow yellow lines. 

Hab. West Africa, River Gambia (M. Castang). 

This is the only Emys yet found in West Africa, and is easily 
known by its short broad head. 


Fam. 2. CHELYDIDÆ. 
3. HypROMEDUSA SUBDEPRESSA. 


Shell oblong, depressed, dark brown, entire, rounded in front, 
rather angular behind; nuchal plate short, broader than the post- 
vertebral; post-vertebral square, as long as broad, with the front 
angles produced ; sternum pale brown; gular plates short, unequal ; 
head grey ; lips and beneath white; neck with small conical warts. 

Hab. Brazils. 

There is in the British Museum collection a single adult specimen 
of this species, which has some of the plates of the back and ster- 
num divided into a number of small roundish shields. 

The specimen was sent from Brazil to Mr. Brandt of Hamburg, 
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who transmitted it to the Museum. It may be only a variety of 
H. flavilabris, but the nuchal and post-vertebral shields are very 
differently shaped. 

4. Hyprasrrs Srixu, Gray, Cat. Rept. B. M. 30. 

Shell oblong, depressed ; middle of the back flat ; marginal shields 
very broad in front, narrow and bent up on the sides, broader and 
arched over the hind legs; the post-vertebral shield large, as wide as 
long; third and fourth narrow, longer than broad; the fourth and 
fifth with an acute keel on the hinder edge; sternum rather broad ; 
head very large, crown and temples covered with small shields ; ears 
prominent; neck smooth; lower part of the outer edge of the hind 
leg with four larger plates, the last compressed and largest. 

Hab. Brazils, Para. j 

There is an adalt stuffed specimen, and a skeleton of nearly the 
same size, of this species in the British Museum collection. 

This species is very like JZ. gibba, but the back is more depresséd, 
the margin much wider, the head nearly double the size, compared 
with the size of the body, and the scales on the head are small, more 
numerous and more equal in size, and those on the edge of the hinder 
legs are larger and more equal in size. 


Fam. 3. Trionycip&. 


CYCLANORBIS PETERSII. 

Shell broad, rounded before and behind; sternal callosities five. 

Hab. West Africa, River Gambia. 

This genus was proposed by Dr. Peters, on his return from Mo- 
zambique, for a soft Tortoise which he discovered in that country, 
which has flaps to the sides of the sternum, covering the legs like the 
Amyde of Asia, but differs from these in having no bones on the mar- 
gin of the dorsal disk, which is soft and flexible as in the Z’rionyces 
with exposed legs. 

This species from the Gambia appears to be distinct from the one 
noticed by Dr. Peters in Mozambique; I have therefore named it 
after that excellent naturalist, who has made such sacrifices for the 
toners of our knowledge of natural history, and of zoology in: par- 
ticular. : 


February 8, 1853.—John Gould, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair. 


DESCRIPTIONS OF SOME New Species oF ENTOZOA FROM 
THE COLLECTION OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 
By W. Baird, M.D., F.L.S. 


Class ENTOZOA. Order NEMATOIDEA. 
Family AscARIDÆ. 


Genus Ascaris. 
1. ASCARIS SIMILIS. 
Ascaris similis, Baird, Cat. Entoz. Brit. Mus. 19. t. 1. f. 1. 
_ Mead small ; mouth with three small valves slightly projecting be- 


